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a marginal note on a dispatch from Madrid, he flung out against the
Latin races. " These miserable, degenerate peoples are only instru-
ments in England's hands for warring on German trade in the Mediter-
ranean. We have no friends left; this emasculated rubbish-heap of
the old Roman stock hates us most heartily. As in the days of the
Hohenstaufens and the Anjous, the Latin mongrels (Hundsfottern)
betray us right and left and jump into the arms of England which will
use them against us. War between Germans and Latins along the
whole front, but unhappily the Germans are divided.*'1
In after days the Kaiser represented himself as having been dragged
by Billow and Holstein into a policy which was " a deep and deliberate
provocation to France," but his own record at this time shows him to
have been an active and enthusiastic participant in it up to the moment
when its failure threw him into a state of anger and dejection.
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So far as British Ministers were concerned, the storm came and
passed while they were electioneering, and few of them knew what
had gone before or what feelings it had left behind. It seemed at
the worst a temporary disturbance which need have no ill effects
upon their relations with Germany or their determination to give a lead
towards peace and disarmament in Europe. In the next few months
all possible efforts were made with the warm support of Govern-
ment and Foreign Office to soothe any injured feelings that might
be left behind in Germany. A party of German Burgomasters visited
England in May and were everywhere welcomed and entertained.
King Edward visited the Kaiser at Cronberg in August and listened
patiently while the Kaiser explained that his visit to Tangier had been
an innocent excursion which had given genuine pleasure to British
and French residents. Haldane, the Secretary for War, went to Berlin,
where the Kaiser paid him special attention and permitted him to
study the great German military machine. Theologians, men of
science, journalists and authors, paid visits and return visits and
exchanged compliments. Anglo-German friendship was now the
watchword, and for a few months it seemed to make progress. But
1 G.P., XXLz, p.: 268.
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